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FOREWORD

Isheta D Salgaocar, Patron
Sunaparanta Goa Centre for the Arts

It is a momentous time at Sunaparanta. We continue in our
commitment in the realms of pedagogy and research. The second
edition of our mentoring programme the Sunaparanta Art Initiator
Lab (SAIL) will commence early October, designed for
professionals from various creative fields. We launched our
fellowship programme, aimed at advancing scholarship and
knowledge production in the region. An emerging artist grant has
been introduced to support research, practice and production
along with learning and networking for young practitioners. Our
Artist-in-Residence Lab (AIR-L) presently hosts two artists – Farah
Mulla working on the subject of sensory overlap and haptic tools
designed for children of various abilities & Rajaram Naik who has
been recording ritualistic and gender-based narratives of a
centuries-old theatre form.
 
We take great pride as we open our latest exhibition in honour of
the brilliance and phenomena that was Nasreen Mohamedi.
Through the fundamental gesture of mark making and her
restrained lines that were so fragile, delicate, almost transparent,
she stretched the existing framework of Indian art. Adding a rich
layer to abstraction, her body of work expanded our understanding
of modernism. Spanning three decades, this exhibition presents, for
the first time in India, works from the prestigious collection of the
Glenbarra Art Museum (Japan). Erasing all excess and colour, her
pale lines – straight, diagonal, curved – suggests the intersection of
light and shadow, drawing us to the frail shiver of the space in
between and inviting us to uncover the unseen in life.



Portrait by Jyoti Bhatt
Inkjet print on archival paper 
c. 1970



INTRODUCTION
Mohamedi is one of the sub-continent’s most significant
female abstract artists to have broken away from the milieu
of representational art pervasive in post-independence India. 

As one of the key figures of South Asian modernism, she was
a distinct figure who largely anchored her work in minimalism
and abstraction. Her vision was as infinite as her line
drawings and her soulful expressions weaved the narrative of
modernity through abstract geometric and architectural
shapes. 

Through grid marks on subliminal surfaces, she created a
visual language that was austere, the barely visible patterns
tracing emotions of solitude and a mystical vision of the
universe. Nature is extracted and experienced through subtle
mathematical marks, drawing attention to questions about
space, memory and light. 

Her sparse abstraction put her in the league of great artists
such as V.S. Gaitonde and Jeram Patel who became her
mentors. 

Nasreen Mohamedi: From The Glenbarra Art Museum
traces the complex and remarkable visual subtlety of the
artist’s corpus, bringing together for the first time over forty
works that include paintings, drawings, collages and
photographs from the ’60s until the ‘80s. 



The show provides an opportunity to analyse the trajectory of
Mohamedi’s transition from grey-and-ochre paintings to grid
works, the shapes and forms shrinking and moving towards
delicate and almost imperceptible lines. 

Part of a travelling exhibition, this show that moved through
eleven cities across Europe, and North America, will be
launched in Goa, on the shores of the Arabian Sea, to which
Nasreen returned repeatedly in her work and writing.
Following this, it will travel to Vadodara, New Delhi and
Mumbai, the cities the artist lived and worked in. 



Untitled 
Ink & graphite on paper 
50 x 51 cm
c. 1985

GALLERY I



Untitled 
Watercolour on paper 
23 x 23 cm
1971



Untitled 
Ink & graphite on paper 
51 x 50 cm
c. 1985



Untitled 
Ink & graphite on paper
38 x 51 cm
c. 1975



Untitled 
Ink & graphite on paper 
49.5 x 67 cm
c. 1980



Untitled 
Ink & graphite on paper 
18 x 25 cm
c. 1975



Untitled 
Ink & graphite on paper
50 x 69.5 cm
c. 1980



Untitled 
Ink, watercolour & collage on paper 
21 x 21 cm
c. 1970



Untitled 
Watercolour on paper 
23 x 23 cm
1971



Untitled 
Graphite, gouache & ink on paper 
50 x 50 cm 
c. 1985

GALLERY II



Untitled 
Gelatin silver print 
22 x 28 cm
c. 1965 



Untitled 
Ink & graphite on paper 
50 x 50 cm
c. 1970



Untitled 
Gelatin silver print 
24 x 38 cm
c. 1970



Untitled 
Oil on canvas
39.5 x 39.5 cm
1971



Untitled 
Graphite, wash & embossing on paper 
28 x 28 cm
c. 1985



Untitled 
Graphite & wash on paper 
49.5 x 49.5 cm
c. 1985



Untitled 
Ink & graphite on paper 
48 x 66 cm
c. 1980



Untitled 
Ink & graphite on paper 
50.5 x 66.5 cm 
c. 1981



Untitled 
Ink & graphite on paper 
50.5 x 70 cm
c. 1985



Untitled 
Lithograph 
27 x 35 cm
c. 1960



Untitled 
Oil on canvas 
63 x 63 cm
c. 1970



Untitled 
Ink & graphite on paper 
52 x 52.5 cm
c. 1970



Untitled
Ink & graphite on paper 
49 x 69 cm
c. 1985



Untitled
Gelatin silver print 
23 x 28 cm
c. 1965



Untitled 
Ink, graphite & wash on paper 
52 x 51 cm
c. 1985



Untitled 
Ink, watercolour & collage on paper 
23 x 23 cm
c. 1970

GALLERY III



Untitled 
Ink & graphite on paper 
20 x 25 cm
c. 1980



Untitled 
Ink & graphite on paper 
48 x 69 cm
c. 1980



Untitled 
Ink & graphite on paper 
21 x 28 cm 
c. 1980



Untitled 
Ink & graphite on paper 
58 x 73 cm
c. 1980



Untitled 
Ink & graphite on paper 
28 x 35 cm
c. 1985



Untitled 
Gelatin silver print 
28 x 36 cm
c. 1985



Untitled 
Ink & graphite on paper 
28 x 35 cm
c. 1985



Untitled 
Oil on canvas 
63 x 63 cm
c. 1970



Untitled 
Gelatin silver print 
24 x 30 cm
c. 1965

GALLERY IV



Untitled 
Ink & graphite on paper 
27.5 x 34.5 cm
c. 1980 



Untitled 
Ink & graphite on paper
50.5 x 70 cm
c. 1980



Untitled 
Ink & graphite on paper 
38 x 51 cm
c. 1975



Untitled 
Ink & graphite on paper 
51 x 71.5 cm
c. 1980



Untitled 
Collage on paper 
24.5 x 24.5 cm
c. 1970



Untitled 
Collage on paper 
24.5 x 24.5 cm
c. 1970



Nasreen Mohamedi (1937–1990) was an Indian artist born in
Karachi and raised in Mumbai. She studied at St. Joseph’s Convent
in Bandra and grew up in a cosmopolitan and refined atmosphere. 

She was one of the most significant artists within the modernist
tradition, with her work receiving great critical acclaim
internationally in recent years. 

After studying art at Central Saint Martin's in London, Mohamedi
worked in Europe before returning to India in the early 1970s, and
joined the Faculty of Fine Arts, MS University, Baroda. It was here
that she worked alongside many notable artists and began to
develop her abstraction, producing small-scale, geometric drawings,
painstakingly composed on an architects’ table using pencil and pen. 

Mohamedi has been the subject of solo exhibitions at The
Metropolitan Museum of Art (MET Breuer), New York (2016);
Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofia, Madrid, Spain (2015);
Tate, Liverpool, UK (2014); Kiran Nadar Museum of Art, India
(2013) and The Drawing Center, New York (2005). Mohamedi’s
works have also been on view at The Museum of Modern Art
(MoMA), New York, NY; Centre Pompidou, Paris, France;
Queensland Art Gallery, Brisbane, Australia; Documenta XII, Kassel,
Germany; Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles, CA; Hammer
Museum, Los Angeles, CA; Harvard University Art Museum,
Cambridge, MA; Institute of Arab and Islamic Art, NY; Fotomuseum,
Winterthur, Switzerland; Walker Art Center, Minneapolis, MN;
Philadelphia Museum of Art, PA; Nelson-Atkins Museum, Kansas
City, MO; and Whitechapel Gallery, London. 

Portrait by Jyoti Bhatt
Inkjet print on archival paper, c. 1970-75 



Masanori Fukuoka established the Glenbarra Art Museum in
Himeji, Japan in 1991 to explore and promote practices of
Indian contemporary artists. Over time the collection has
come to focus on the works of a select group of artists that
includes Arpita Singh, Jogen Chowdhury, Nasreen Mohamedi
and V. S. Gaitonde. The collection is housed in an award
winning building designed by architect Junichiro Kawazoe in
2019.
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THE TEAM
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